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Times Reporters

The Joint United Nations 
Programme on HIV/AIDS 
(UNAIDS) will strengthen 
Laos’ efforts in accelerating its 
response to HIV/AIDS. 

The faster response was 
discussed after the Director of 
the UNAIDS Regional Support 
Team for Asia and the Pacific, 
Mr Steve Kraus, began a three-
day mission to Laos last week. 

Last month Laos was one of 
58 countries and territories in 
Asia and the Pacific to endorse 
the Report of the Asia-Pacific 
Intergovernmental Meeting on 
HIV and AIDS, along with the 
regional framework for action 
on HIV and AIDS beyond 2015 
at the 71st session of the United 
Nations Economic and Social 
Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific (ESCAP) in Bangkok, 
Thailand.

 “By endorsing this road 
map, Laos has shown its 
commitment to ending the AIDS 
epidemic by 2030,” said Mr 
Kraus. “UNAIDS is here to 
support the country’s efforts 
to fast-track its HIV response 
by scaling up prevention and 

treatment programmes during 
the next five years.” 

The AIDS epidemic in 
Laos is concentrated in key 
populations at higher risk of 
HIV, including service women, 
men who have sex with men 
(MSM) and people who inject 
drugs (PWID). 

Laos’ National HIV and 
AIDS Strategic and Action Plan 
2016-2020 commits to reaching 
70 percent of the estimated 
number of service women and 
60 percent of the estimated 
number of MSM and transgender 
people with HIV prevention 
programmes, and 25 percent 
of the estimated number of 
PWID with harm reduction 
programmes. 

During his visit Mr Kraus 
visited a hospital that provides 
antiretroviral medicine to people 
living with HIV and a drop-in 
centre for men who have sex with 
men, as well as one for service 
women.

 He also met with Minister of 
Health, Professor Dr Eksavang 
Vongvichit, Director of the 
Centre for HIV/AIDS/STIs, Dr 
Bounpheng Philavong, members 
of civil society and development 

partners. 
During his visits and meetings, 

Mr Kraus was accompanied by 
Mr Thongdeng Silakoune, the 
newly appointed head of the 
UNAIDS office in Laos. 

In the past 15 years, Laos 
has maintained a low HIV 
prevalence of less than 0.5 
percent among the population 
aged 15-49 years old. 

An estimated 11, 000 people 
were living with HIV in Laos in 
2014 with 3,336 people living 
with HIV on antiretroviral 
treatment. The majority of HIV 
cases that have been identified 
are in border provinces along 
the Mekong River, including 
Vientiane. 

UNAIDS leads and inspires 
the world to achieve its shared 
vision of zero new HIV 
infections, zero discrimination 
and zero AIDS-related deaths. 

UNAIDS unites the efforts 
of 11 UN organisations—
UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, 
UNDP, UNFPA, UNODC, UN 
Women, ILO, UNESCO, WHO 
and the World Bank—and 
works closely with global and 
national partners to maximise 
results for the AIDS response.

UNAIDS supports efforts by 
Laos to end AIDS epidemic

poor in 2011 while today the number stands at 1,736 villages.
The number of poor families has also fallen, from 198,600 to 76,600 families this year.
The state and Party initiated a pilot programme on the Three Builds directive in 109 villages in 51 

districts at the end of 2012.
Provincial authorities will provide examples of Three Builds successes for inclusion in a nationwide 

summary of related achievements in November this year.
According to the National Leading Committee for Rural Development and Poverty Eradication, 

prior to 2010 poor road access was the limiting factor in village development. Some villages had small 
roads but these were not passable year round.

The ongoing road upgrades and building of new roads in Vientiane and the provinces, especially roads 
leading to border crossings, inter-provincial road links, and roads leading to villages and development 
areas are helping to accelerate rural development.

Poverty reduction gaining pace... FROM PAGE 1
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Representatives from the 
Ministry of Agriculture and 
Forestry,  l ine ministr ies 
and development partner 
organisations met yesterday in 
Vientiane for the general review, 
updates and announcements 
relevant to the Sector Working 
Group on Agriculture and Rural 
Development (SWG-ARD).   

The  Sec to r  Work ing 
Group on Agriculture and 
Rural Development Meeting 
was co-chaired by Deputy 
Minister of Agriculture and 
Forestry Dr Phouangparisak 
Pravongviengkham, French 
Ambassador Mr Yves Carmona 
and IFAD Country Manager to 
the Lao PDR Mr Benoit Thierry. 

At the meeting, Deputy 
Director General of NAFRI Dr 
Vanthong Phengvichit gave a 
presentation on the Agriculture 
and Forestry Research Strategy 
(AFRS) 2025 and Vision to 
2030 including the gaps, 
funding sources and channels.

He emphasised that the 
strategic goal of the research 
strategy is to better define 
and articulate how NAFRI 
intends to carry out “research 
for development” to achieve the 
Agriculture Development Goals 
(ADS) 2025, in food security 
and nutrition, commercialised 
agriculture, sustainable agro-
biodiversity, forest resources 
management, and resilience of 
agriculture to climate change.

Modernised agricultural 
technologies are developed 
for  the improvement  of 
agricultural production systems 
which support greater national 
food security and nutrition, 
commercialised production, 
and the sustainable utilisation 
of resources, said Dr Vanthong.

Dur ing  the  mee t ing , 
a researcher from NAFRI, 
Dr Vongpaphan Manivong 
outlined the white paper on food 
security and nutrition. 

His address included the 
objectives of the white paper, 
process for formulation of the 

paper, current status of food 
security and nutrition in Laos, 
review of policies and strategies 
related to food security and 
nutrition in Laos, trends 
and challenges, suggested 
solutions, implementation and 
coordination and the uses of the 
white paper.   

Dr  Vongpaphan  a l so 
highlighted the role of the 
agricultural sector in food and 
nutrition security.  

Participants also heard 
presentations on the SSWG-
Uplands, including some policy 
recommendations formulated 
through the Agrinet funded 
research and the announcement 
of the findings of the recent 
study on the potential of agro-
biodiversity.

The meeting reviewed 
the  genera l  update  and 
announcements relevant to 
the SWG-ARD, Round Table 
Meeting (RTM) preparation 
and follow up matrix and also 
the SWG-ARD structure and 
update. 

Working group reviews 
agriculture and rural development    

Dr Phouangparisak Pravongviengkham (centre), along with Mr Yves Carmona (left) and Mr Benoit 
Thierry, co-chair the meeting.
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The Smart Kid Saving Product 
offered by Ekphat thana 
Microfinance Institution (EMI) 
- the first licensed microfinance 
institution to operate in the Lao 
PDR after the government issued 
the microfinance regulations in 
2005, has been selected among 
six finalists in the Wall Street 
Journal’s Financial Inclusion 
Challenge.

 The Wall Street Journal 
invited nonprofit and for-profit 
enterprises around the world to 
submit short video proposals that 
showcased their solutions to the 
problems of financial access for 
the poor. 

Participating organisations 
were asked to focus on addressing 
the difficulties affecting 
individuals’ ability to join and 
stay in the financial mainstream 
in the Asia-Pacific region. After 
receiving dozens of entries, an 
independent panel of judges 
assessed these solutions based 
on whether they have had a 
meaningful impact on financial 
inclusion in the Asia-Pacific.

EMI’s Smart Kid Saving 

programme, which teaches 
children in the capital of Vientiane 
about basic financial concepts, 
and sets them up with real 
savings accounts to deposit and 
withdraw money, with parental 
authorisation, has now reached 
more than 35,000 Kids. EMI 
wishes to expand this programme 
to schools in both the northern and 
southern provinces across Laos.

“I am surprised and very 
proud to learn that EMI Smart 
Kid Saving has been selected 
among the six finalists under the 
education category of this world 
class contest organised by the 
Wall Street Journal.” 

“As we are about to celebrate 
the 10th Anniversary of EMI, 
this recognition provides us 
with further strength to improve 
our service, reach out to more 
kids and give them means to 
forge a better future,” said EMI 
Managing Director Mr Somphone 
Sisenglath.

EMI is a young microfinance 
institution and was established 
a decade ago as a private 
Lao company with a start-up 
capital of US$100,000 from ten 
shareholders, who are enthusiastic 

about microfinance and have 
devoted themselves to ensure 
financial accessibility to lower 
and medium income people 
who are excluded from large 
commercial banks’ services. 

Over the past decade, EMI 
has remained committed and 
focused on servicing the poor 
and middle income households 
without access to financial 
services. As of December 31, 
2014, EMI has over 61,000 
savers, 11,000 active borrowers 
and an accumulated loan 
disbursement of 198 billion kip 
(about US$24 million). 

Being the only organisation 
from Southeast Asia which 
remains in this competition, all 
people from Laos and the region 
are kindly invited to vote for EMI 
by visiting at the Wall Street 
Journal “Financial Inclusion 
Challenge” webpage: http://
www.wsj.com/public/resources/
documents/financialinclusion.
html 

EMI is listed number five 
among the six finalists, so your 
click on five will be very much 
appreciated. The voting period 
will last from June 17-26, 2015.   

EMI Smart Kids Saving 
gains Wall Street accolades

Children are 
benefiting 

from EMI’s 
Smart Kid 

Saving 
programme.
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